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Mi Timiis oi i:\AMiw\Tin\ in m i i. i< < >- i i:<.a i. casks 
in\i n.\'iN<; sms i < »k hamacks. 

In a reprint from the " Hoston Medical and Surgical 
lonrnal,’ Doc. 19 and 2d, 1890, 1 ’. C. Knapp, A. M., M. I)., 
gives a number of valuable directions to guide the physi¬ 
cian in making thorough examinations in this class of cases. 
1 le avoids saying much of methods requiring comj)licatod 
apparatus, and mostly confines his remarks to those means 
in examining special organs, like the eye and ear, which 
the general practitioner ought to understand. The article 
contains the following headings, under each of which Dr. 
Knapp gives many useful hints on the subject: Psychical 
and Motor Symptoms; Reflexes; Special Senses; Thoracic, 
Abdominal and (ienito-l’rinary Symptoms. It is a very 
readable pamphlet and well worth perusing 

I N I A NT IKK «, < >N \ 1 I.> I < INS. 

.\ protest is offered l>y W. A. Dickey. M. D., against the 
routine treatment of giving hot baths to children in con¬ 
vulsions. He advises the employment of the thermometer 
in all these cases before beginning treatment. Where the 
temperature is found to be elevated, 104 or more, a cool 
bath is indicated, but a hot bath should never be used under 
these circumstances, as he considers that it only adds fuel 
to the (lames. (The "Medical Compend," Feb., 1890). 

A. F 


AM HAKIM- IN Ml. N INI A1.11-X A 1 H >N . 

Dr. kalVat le Roscioli (“11 Manicomo, ' No. 3, 18890 
The drug was administered in varying doses, and both 
internally and hypodermically, to fourteen patients, four 
with melancholia, two actively maniacal, one paralytic, one 
hysterical, one with the delusion ot persecution, and live 
epileptics. 

In mania, antipyrine has no effect either as a sedative to 
the nervous system or as a hypnotic. I11 melancholia and 
general paralysis, the effect is equally negative ; but with 
large doses there would be sometimes an aggravation of 
the symptoms. In hysterical mania, with the morphine 
habit, there was no result either in the psycho-pathia or 
the morphine habit. The effects were positive and rapid 
in the convulsive seizures of epilepsy, but none in the 
pre- and post-epileptic, which declined, by comparison with 
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the rest, ilm ine; the cure ; or, in grave ami inveterate cases, 
diininisheil in niunher and intensity as soon as the anti¬ 
pyrine' was discontinued. 

In comparing the use of antipyrine with bromide, in 
epilepsy, the writer thinks the action of the former is much 
more rapid, but less enduring. The long-continued use of 
bromide undoubtedly leav es the patient in a state of mental 
torpor very nearly followed by dementia, while the torpor 
pri iduced by antipyrine vanishes without grave eonsecjuence.s 
to the intelligence. 

Sec has asserted that antipyrine can be substituted en¬ 
tirely for morphine in the cases which have symptoms of a 
neuralgic nature. In the case that the author tried anti¬ 
pyrine. it w as powerless to allay the intense neuralgia which 
afllicted the patient. 

1 )r. Koscioli thinks that the weight of the body is prob¬ 
ably diminished by the use of antipyrine. The temperature 
in general was not influenced , it remained normal. The 
pulse was generally strong and rhythmical. 

The following are abstracts given in the " Report of the 
Sixth Congresso h i eniatrico Italiano," and published in the 
“ Rivista Sperimentale di Kreniatria e di Medicina Legale,'' 
vol, x\ i., fasc. i ii. : 

I. <'ANOUK.-IIVI'OIlKKMIl IXIKCTIdNs cl 1 111 A of Kill's KMKACI OF 

Ill'll V! IN MINIM. IUSI-AMS. 

The author communicates twenty-seven observations of 
patients treated in this manner, and comes to the conclusion 
that the injections of this preparation are better tolerated 
than any alkaloid of opium. It helped greatly in the de¬ 
pressive lorm, especially in the anxious, less in states ol 
exalted mania, but in violent mania it was harmful. 

It succeeded in a single case of hysteria in which it was 
tried. The injection calms the motor disturbance in the 
forms of acute sensorial insanity, and in all those psychoses 
acts as a General tonic to the central nervous system, in¬ 
creasing the nutrition. 

II. AUOSTINI AND HKKAKIil'lVI. — ANH I'YK INK AS A 'l-.DA Nil IN I IIK 

INS INK. 

The authors, who take the ground that much of the agi¬ 
tation of the insane is determined by painful sensations, 
experimented with eight cases, two of declared mania 
; psycho-neuroses') and six with maniacal excitement, symp¬ 
tomatic of cerebral anatomical lesions partial meningitis, 
etc. . In the psycho-neurotic the antipyrine gave no relief. 
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In the other cases, in doses of one to two grammes, it gave 
a calm of sufficient duration They propose to experiment 
further with the remedy. 

III. AMADEI.-SITI'RKSSION 01 THE EITI.ll’ITi ATTACK. 

The author said that antipyrine succeedeil only in cases 
where the disturbance was slight; that the bromide was 
ineffectual in severe cases. It had been shown that the two 
drugs combined gave good results oftentimes in obstinate 
cases. Using this means, there had been no epileptic 
attacks for four months in the Asylum at Cremona. It was 
a little premature to announce these results ; but to make 
the communication might insure greater experimentation. 


N ATCK AI. AXI> SIMIT.ATFI > KOMN AM 111 I.ISM. 

Dr. Catrin, of the Military School at Lyons, wrote an 
article in the “Lyons Medical," upon which Dr. Filippi 
comments in “ Lo Sperimentalc" (December, 1889). 

Dr. Catrin had a case of simulated somnambulism, and 
wished to suppress, if possible, this most disorderly malin¬ 
gering among the troops. He quotes from Charcot the 
signs of natural somnambulism, as follows : 

1. Natural somnambulism is a disorder of childhood and 
of early youth. 

2. It is a disease rare in the adult. 

3. It is produced almost always at the same hour of the 
morning or in the middle of the night. 

4. The open eyes are a symptom of the first importance. 

5. The true somnambulist pays no attention whatever to 
anybody who would try to impede his progress. 

6. It is a rare disease, especially in the lion-hysterical. 

According to Dr. Catrin, all those cases which do not 

present the individual conditions and the clinical phenomena 
of natural somnambulism should be suspected of simulated 
somnambulism. But Dr. Filippi has his doubts as to the 
propriety of these conclusions, although he recognizes, at 
the same time, the merit of the work and of this special 
study in military medicine. 

KKl l.KX I I'll I.l'SV FROM CATARRH AND DILATATION OF 
tiik stomach. 

Dr. Luigi Xacchi (“Lo Sperimentalc," January, 1S90). 
The author narrates the case of a young man, twenty-four 
years old, who had an epileptic seizure, judged to be such 
from the fact that it was preceded by a feeling of malaise 



